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			The cave was a spiral through darkness, a narrow coil through the core of the mountain. To reach it meant finding a path through a maze of fissures. An impossible task, a barrier to anyone not native-born to the city of Lykerna. The route had been unused now for an age, for who would willingly leave the sanctuary in these terrible days? The people of Lykerna rested secure behind their walls, their city hidden within its mountains, its light concealed from the monsters on the plain. They rested easy. There was no one who would lead the monsters to them. 

			Except the monster who knew the way.

			Graunos had not been a monster when he left Lykerna. Then he had been a victim, doubly cursed because no one but he had acknowledged his plight. Blessed by Tyrion, they had said. Blessed to share his burden.

			‘There is light ahead, lord,’ said Therekal. 

			‘I can see that perfectly well.’

			The slaughterpriest bowed his head in a quick apology before Graunos could strike it from his neck.

			I can see, he thought. I will see Lykerna. 
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